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Crystal Pite (born 1970) is a 
Canadian choreographer and dancer. She began her 
dance career in Ballet BC, and in 1996 she joined Ballet 
Frankfurt under the tutelage of William Forsythe. Upon 
returning to Vancouver, she focused on choreographing 
while continuing to dance in her own pieces. In 2002 
she created Kidd Pivot. 

Also in 2009 Pite, created Emergence for the National 
Ballet of Canada as part of the program Innovation.  
The dance mimicked the movement of insects, which 
was a metaphor for human behaviour. Some of the 
themes in the piece included hive mentality, hierarchical 
mentalities and gender issues.  The dancers often 
performed the same movements but at random 
intervals throughout the piece. 

Twyla Tharp (born 1941) is 
an American dancer, choreographer, and author who 
lives and works in New York City. In 1966, she formed 
her own company Twyla Tharp Dance. Her work often 
uses classical music, jazz, and contemporary pop music. 

From 1971 to 1988, Twyla Tharp Dance toured 
extensively around the world, performing original 
works. In 1973, Tharp choreographed Deuce Coupe to 
the music of The Beach Boys for the Joffrey 
Ballet. Deuce Coupe is considered to be the first 
crossover ballet. Later she choreographed Push Comes 
to Shove (1976), which featured Mikhail 
Baryshnikov and is now thought to be the best example 
of the crossover ballet.
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Philippina "Pina" Bausch (1940 –2009) was a German 
performer of modern dance, choreographer, dance 
teacher and ballet director. With her unique style, a 
blend of movement, sound, and prominent stage sets, 
and with her elaborate collaboration with performers 
during the development of a piece (a style now known 
as Tanztheater), she became a leading influence in the 
field of modern dance from the 1970s on. 

At age 15, Pina was accepted into 
the Folkwangschule (Folkwang Academy). The school 
was directed by Kurt Jooss, one of the pioneers of a 
new dance theater form called Tanztheater, that 
connected dance and dramatic work or theater. 

In 1968, she choreographed her first 
piece, Fragmente (Fragments), to music by Béla 
Bartók. In 1969, she succeeded Jooss as artistic director 
of the company.

Rachel Browne (born Ray Minkoff; 1934 – 2012) was a 
dancer, teacher and choreographer based in Winnipeg. 
She founded Canada's longest running modern 
dance company in 1964 called Winnipeg's 
Contemporary Dancers, and was its artistic director until 
1983.   

Browne took on the roles of dancer, choreographer, 
teacher, fundraiser and administrator for the new 
company. She also traveled to New York yearly to 
study Limón and Graham modern dance technique and 
acquiring new dance pieces for the company. By 1970, 
the company was a professional dance company 
receiving Canada Council grants and in 1972 Browne 
founded the School of Contemporary Dancers to train 
future modern dancers 

She was awarded the Order of Canada in 1997 and the 
Winnipeg's Contemporary Dancers performance venue 
was renamed The Rachel Browne Theatre in 2008. She 
died in 2012 in Ottawa while visiting to watch a 
performance at the Canada Dance Festival.
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