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Recognized as ‘one of the foremost dance artists in the 
country’ (The Dance Current), Julia Sasso is an 
established choreographer, performer, master teacher 
and artistic mentor. Sasso began dancing in 1960 in 
Detroit where she trained with Cecchetti ballet master, 
Rose Marie Floyd. In her teens she was a scholarship 
student at the Joffrey Ballet School and an apprentice 
with the Harkness Ballet both, in New York City. Her 
artistry has since been shaped by curiosity, inquiry, 
experimentation and investment in a variety of practices 
including the Skinner Releasing Technique™, 
improvisation, theatre, voice, Pilates, ballet and 
contemporary movement techniques. 

Sasso performed internationally with Toronto’s 
Dancemakers (1984-2000) and was the company’s 
Assistant Artistic Director and principal teacher for a 
dozen years.  

Sasso has created choreography for all of Canada’s 
professional contemporary dance conservatories and 
since 1995 has created numerous pieces for The School 
of Toronto Dance Theatre’s Professional Training 
Program.

Santee Smith is from the Kahnyen’kehàka (Mohawk) 
Nation, Turtle Clan from Six Nations of the Grand River, 
Ontario. 

Recovering from two broken legs, completing six years 
of training at Canada’s National Ballet School, Physical 
Education and Psychology degrees from McMaster 
University and theatre training, Santee returned to 
dance in 1996 as a choreographer. Dedicating six years 
to create and produce her first dance work, Kaha:wi, a 
family creation story, she also completed a M.A. in 
Dance at York University in 2004. Following her passion 
she founded Kaha:wi Dance Theatre (KDT), a vehicle for 
her artistic voice in 2005. 

Santee is a frequent teacher, lecturer, writer and 
inspirational speaker on contemporary dance and 
performance.
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David Earle (born 1939) is a Canadian choreographer, 
dancer and artistic director. In 1968 Earle was co-
founder and co-artistic director of Toronto Dance 
Theatre, alongside Patricia Beatty and Peter Randazzo, 
where Earle choreographed new modern dance pieces.  

In 1996 Earle started his own company called 
Dancetheatre David Earle where he continues to 
choreograph new works, to teach, and to create with 
the next generation of modern dancers.  

David Earle has received many accolades; a member of 
the Order of Canada, a recipient of the Jean A. 
Chalmers Award for Distinction in Choreography, also 
an honorary doctorate degree from Queen’s 
University in Kingston, Ontario.

Christopher House (born 1955) is a 
Canadian choreographer. After earning a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in dance from York University he joined 
the Toronto Dance Theatre (TDT) in 1979. In 1981 he 
was appointed that company's choreographer-in-
residence. He remained in that post until 1994 when he 
was promoted to the role of artistic director at the TDT, 
a position he remains in currently. He has also 
choreographed works for Les Grands Ballets 
Canadiens and the National Ballet of Canada. 

Christopher House is the Artistic Advisor of the 
Professional Training Program at The School of Toronto 
Dance Theatre, and has taught technique, repertoire 
and creative process at the Juilliard School, Rotterdam 
Dansacademie, Jacob’s Pillow, Ryerson 
University, Simon Fraser and York University.
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